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OLD SOLDIER,

The Youngest Patriot in
the Cuban Armuy Is
Just Four Fegt

Tall. |

Tha smsllest soldler In the Cuban Army
is= Ramon Fonseca, son of the fighting
Colonel Fonseca, whose guerillas worry
the Bpanlatds ahout the elty of TPuerto
‘Principe. He Is eleven yenrs old, and four
feet In helght, and welghs nhout 85 pounds,
He has been to school for a purt of Jthe
time, but he knows more about skirmish
Ilnes than he does about arithinetle. e
1s as famillar with the whirr or Manser
bullets as an American boy |s with the
chirp of the cricket, and he can look Inro
the flash of & Spanlsh volley without wink-
Ing.

. Little Bamon's father forbade himy to
go th the front, sb. bhe llved on a farm
Just outslde of Puerto Princlpe with an
uncle who s pupposed to be loyal to the
Spuninrds. One afternoon o few months |
ngo n Spanish colomn passed by the Fon-
secn estate, and a hungry soldier sipped
from the ranks to forage on his own ac-

@ count. The soldier spled n fine puliet, and
Anid down hils Mauser rifle in the tall grass
S0R8 to glve chase with greater swift-
ness.

Little Ramon, who wns hid In the house
near, saw the act, and nipde his plan with
the promptness of a veteran. He stole
from the shed and hid the rifle under gome
old straw In ane of the stores, and then
got out of the way as fast as his stoeky
iittle legs would carey him.

The soldier danced pnd swore, and ealled
on the saints notll the rear gnard was
nearly out of sight; then he remombered
that Cuba was not a safe place for soldlers
ptraying from the columns, 8o he esplored
a plg to make peaee with the sergeant and
burrled after the column. Roamon sald

! . nothing to hls parent, but after supper,
. #hen it was dark, he shounldered the rifle
and started out to find his father's troop
in the forests that cover the foothills of
the Slerra Nalazea,

+ It was a long tramp through the hottest
part of Camnguey, Inid waste by fire and
sword, tervibiy still, nod safe only for the
numbers of a party, When he struck from'
the main rond to the woods the darkness
became so intense that he lost his way.
Bonghs of trees struck him In the face,
and elinging brambles' tripped him and tope
his fleeh, but he stroggled on manfully,

ELEVEN-YEAR-

00 YEARS OF

The
)

Next year will be the annlversury of a
great many momentons events.

And not lenst of them nall ls this: The
high hat,
the
will be one bundred years old when
1807 gets here,

Nobody in all the century past has ever
sueceadod In making plain to the rest of the
warld what the initial idea of the silk hat
wns, unless,
made the vogue for the purticular purpose

glven
pipe,*”

of dolng

JOHNSTONE BENNETT AND HER UALET TELL WHY.

What Miss Bennett Says.
To W. B, Hearst, New York Journal:

Yes, T have engaged a valet. I have done It because malds
arn o very useless sorg of furnlture. I have tried nll wvarieties.
They are helpless In about nine out of ten of the emergencles
@ theatrical swomnn encounters,

Altogether they count as 8o mnch extra baggnge. They let
thelr mistresses do all the work., They are more trouble than
they are worth.

I do mot see nnything eccentric in a woman having a valet
Blhie has bags, umbrelins and wraps to be carried. A mald bas
bher lnnds fnll to transport her preclous selif.

A mald Is no good In a erowd. Yoo have to spend most of
your time finding her. She ean't make a way for you in a
crush. She can't attend to gettlng seats, checking baggage,
and n thousand of the things that have to be done In travel
She does not know ‘how. The extra help & woman has actunlly
to hire costs. more than the maid’s salsry. A mald is, in most
cases, dressy, pompsus, and has affalrs.

My walet has none of these faults,

He Ia alert, clever, well tralned, and not afrald of work.

There are & thonsand things for him to do In a day, from the
time he comes In to clean my shoes, bulld the fire, and Iny
out my things in the moriing, until he turns out' the lghts
and goes away. at night.

In the theatre he wlll be Indispensable. 1 have fve
chunges of costume In my new act. Each must be made In
forty seconds. Wiith him In the wings I ean know that every
garment will be ready. \

A fig for what people say about It! People of sense wlll
know that It's a common sense thing to do.

ol OVEPIPES,

Pot Hat Wil Next
ear Celebrate Its
I00th Anni-
versaru,

THE BTAIR
CURE. NOW.

In London They Say

That Stair Climbing

ls Good for a
Weak Heart.

to which a Jocular world has
Imperishuble name of “stove-

Indeed, It was pnblished and

\

away with the Quaker hirond Lirlm,

That unsightly beadg ar Benjamin Frank-
Il had exported from Philadelphla to
Paris, and Parls, quick then as now to fpe
feslilons op the fads of the popular sirang-
er that Is withln her gutes, wore Quaker
hatg as If that were the chlef end of man,

There: had been *“‘stovepipe” hats before
1797, but ounly Individual instances, and few
of them. The most famons of those early
tiles was not g tile ot all, but merely a
pleture of 4 tlle whith Albert Durer piint-
ed an his portralt of Hmperor Maximillan,

Iarls ot the sturt went wild over the
“stoveplpe,” and to this day has not got-
ten over thé manla. In some circles in
Paris to-dny a slik lat makes n gentlemnn,
even If Its wearer has a bobtalled coat,
an empty pocket and the most gquestionable
of lneon.

The Germans learned the high hat hablt
from Franee, and went falrly cérazy over
lt. In Russla and Gerinany both' Toyal
orders for Its abollshment were Issued, but
fell fiat ns the parchment they were written
on. The high hat had comg to stay.

The Prince of Wales, for the greater
part of his high Ilife, has worn nothing
olse on his head, and the King of the Can-
nibal Islands conslders himself properly
erowned and In royal state when his poll is
sovered by a “dicer.’”

When' the one hundredth blrthda,r of the

4ilk hat cotnes around New York hatters
omght to see ta It that some fitting obser-
r‘u_lon ls made of It

A new form of rezu'nr dally axerche
that is bolng preseribed by more than one
London physician s stole ¢llmblog. It is
recommended for strengthening the beart,

Thlz can only be done by taklng regular,
systematle nod sufiiclent museular exerclge.
Let o person who finds his pulse Incrensed
fifty to sixty beats In a mlnute after mount-
Ing a stalrease, cllmb a hundred stalrcases
day after day for n month or moye, and, It
I gald, he wiil find that the exertion does
not add ten beats to the normal number of
his heart throbs,

The exerclse has acted upon this vital
organ just as It does on the biceps of a
prize fighter or a WMacksmith, and atrength
and the capacity for endorance have been
the result. But' this ls not all the good to
be galned by climbing n hundred stairenses
a dny, say ffty In the morning and fifty in
the afternoon, Doubtless the person whh
o wenk heart has sulfered more or less from
what Is called nervous dyspepsin. His food,
Instead of being properly digested, his been
mnluly fermented In Mls stomaeh, and has
caipsed him varlous uneomfortable feelliigs,

whloh he hag been {n the hablt of atteibut-

Ing to everything but thelr proper eanse.

1t |s elalmed that not only bave the hun-
dred minntes =0 spent In climblng stale-
cises pul strength into his legs, expanded
his,chest, and faved his hearr Irom 'fatty
degencration, but that they hitve given tone
to his abdominal muscles und fo his di-
gestive organs,

What It's All About.

A womnn with a valet,

Johnstone Bennett has progressed further
In the adaptation of mascullne attire to
feminine uvses than any woman of her age.

She has starched shirts and men's eollars
and cuffs, which are the envy of chapples
ot Broadway.

8te has tronsers pockets In her skirts,
and a trealy masenllup fashion of plunging
her tands Into the profundltles of them.

Now she has done a thing no woman ever
dld before. She bas tiken n valet.. Iere-
after the hotel registers In towns where
she plays will show thls entry: “‘Johnstone
Bennett and man,"

When Manager Price, making up a trans-
portaticn list of thecompany which Is to
open In Phlladelphla to-morrow, sent his
elerk to Miss Bennett to ask If she pro-
posed taking o mald on the road with her,
this answer cnme back:

“No, I shall not take s maid.
hired a valet."

Prlce was dimbfounded and went to the
Grenoble Hotel to ask her what in the
world she meant,

In the adjolning room, busy among bhoxes
and bundles, packing up !tile boots and
boxes of mascullne necktles, foldling

dresses;conts and costumes which on SBatur-
day were to start out for a season on the
road, was a smalllgh, trim, actlve young
man, dressed In serviceable black.

He had light halr, a pale and smooth-
shaven face, deft hands and a qulck, qulet
way of golng sbout hls business. He was
a well-tralned servant. That was plaln, for
he apparently hesrd nothing, saw nothing
except the trunks he was at work over and
the things which he was engaged In stow-
Ing snugly thereln,

“What Is his name?' asked the manager.

“Lonls—Louls Reynal. And he knows
his business. He can do more work ln an
hour than any two malds I ever bhad. Thls
is no freak. It's buslness, and it's the best
Investment I've made In years:"

The only parallel to thls cnse Is that of
a once well-known aetor, who for several
years kept a mald—a tall, angular, harsh-
visaged person with a jaw like Sulllyan's
and shoulders llke those of a hotel porter.

1 have

HANGED BY
HER HAIR.

A Sundau Bicuclist Nearly
Shares the Fate
of Absafom.

TAke Absalom, the son of Davld, Miss
Mary Gilmore, of Gower, Ill,, was canght
by the hair in the boughs of an onk tree.
Fortunately, there was no Joub In pursnit
of her, but only kind friends who rescued
her from n position In which her life was
really endangered.

Innsmueh as the aceldent oceurred on
Sunday, and Migs Gllmere was riding n
bleyele, at the time, the repetition of the
fomous Beripturtl Ineident Is consldered of
deep signlficance. Her famiy Is a deévoutly
religions one.

Absalom, it will be Teealled, had com-
mitted tho sin of inciting the people of
Isrnel to rebelllon ageinst the King, his
futher. He wos the best beloved son of his
father, and In all Israel there wuas none to
be so much pralsed” as Absulom for his

st hgging the ten-pound rite,

The moon rose, and, tired out, be gank
tmder a ftree, where he spent the rest of
the night. At dawn he got up stiff and
hungry, but limped nlong pluckily, still
earrying his preclous rifle.  The morning

. wore on and little Mamon still continunend
his search through the woods. At noen
! be heard the stamping of unshod horses’
boofs and Baw mounted men approachs
' ing an opening in the forest. Fe dldn't
Ekpnow whether they wers Insurgents or the
Spanitsh guerillas, so he 'hid ‘In a thicket
of wild ploeapple, and as they came hy
he gnve them the Cuban chuallenge, *‘Halto,
J qulen va!" Then bheé saw the red and blue
ol Sl eockade, and knew that he wus nmong
nkd friends, It was a party of scouts of
Colonel Fonseca's foree, who had started
out from camp that morning. Littla Ra-
mon was taken on & horse before ofie
them, and brought back inte ecamp, rifie”
and all, where he at once hecnmo a horo,
N _ After hls pluckiness Colonel Fonseca had
i not the heart to send hlm home, so le
gaye hlm a herse, a machete and g pouch
e !l of ammunltion and enrolled him as a regu-
L Inr soldler of the troop. Wl
At the battle of Suratoga, where the in-
- . gurgents, under Gomez, fof three days
stormed the Spanish camp, MHitle Hamon
! Fonseca rode each day under heayy gun
v fire In the foremost llne of the attacking
+ party. He rode amld the smoke and shot
o &s caralessly as the older goldlers. Men
were 'wounded and fell dead about him, but

| LS to him It was pastime to be a renl solidler.
o ! He hasg been In other skirmishes since, and
. his comrades, although they do not let him
.. do guard duty, sny thnt he [s about as

good a fighting mnn as any of them, ,

. He Is n brighteyed, cheerful little fel-
f low, and, althongh le Is not np to the
welght of his rifle, he carrles It still, and
shiows It with great pride. Genaral Gomez
_ has promised to make bim an officer when
7 the war is over.

* The Doy patricts In the Amerlean army
Rave always been a feature, chiefly as
dromimer boys, and at times they ‘have dis-
tingulshed themselves for brayery In the
thick of the fight. Mors than ono veternn

e of the etvil war s to-day drawing o pen-

E e e s e YOUNGEST PATRIOT IN THE GUBANARMY o

benuty. And when he polled hls head he
welghed the halr at 200 shekels after the
King's welght.

After Absalom’s rebelllon had been erush-
ed, he wns ridlog away, and the mule went
under the thick boughs of & great oak, and
bls halr caught hold of ths oak, and he
wis tnken up between the heaven and the
earth; and the mule that was under him
went away.

And Joab took three darts In his hand and
thrust them through the hedrt of Absalom
while he was yet allive {n the midst of the
oak.

The parallel between the case of Absalom
and thot of Miss Gilimore 1s very close.
She also had disobeyed her parents, but o8
the offence’ was not so great the pumlsh-
ment wns qulte approprintely less. But it
wlll deter her from Sunday riding in foture.

Sundny affernoon Mlss Gilmore mounted
her wheel for a ride about the nelghbor-
hood for the sake of the exercise 1t afford-
ed. She was not accomphnied by any one,
and took the rond toward Lemont, which
passes through an undulating prairie nnd
well-waooded sectlon. When she dld not
yoturn nt supper {ime heér parents hecame
alarmed and made luquiries as to which
direction she had taken. A young man
who had seen her take the Lemont rond
gave the deslred Information, and her
futher quick.y hitched his horses to A cnr-
riage and set after ber, After riding abont
three mlles he came to a portion of the
rond where there 1s a long down grade and
trees overhanging the road.

While golng down the hill he was startled
to see a figure apparently hanging from a
tree some distance ahend, near o side path.
As he eame uear by he lieard monng, and,
alighting hastily, found his danghter wilth
her halr firmly eaught about the limb of a
Inrge oak tree, which overhangs the foot-
path at that point,

The Umb was so high from the ground

that the young woman was barely able to
gupport her welght on her toes. She wns
almost exhaunsted when found by her
father, ntid probably could not have with-
stood the steain for ten minutes longer,
My, Glimore cut her haty away from the

Hmb with hig potket knlfe, and placing the
imost falnting girl In his carrlage, drove
rapldly home,
flss Gllinore has recoveved from the
but deelares sh
er wheel on Sun

What the Valet Says.

To W, R. Hearst, New York Journal:

It 44 all one to me if I am attendant to a gentleman or o
lndy, though perhaps women are more exncting than men.

woman's wardrobe there are many trifles
work necessary to take care of It

It may be, too,
matters, and finds more trifling things for
after than a man does,

But service is service, and so long s It 18 well done and well
pald for, I'do not see any differsnce whether a ninn or woman

Is {le employer.

Thls engagement with Miss Johustone
employment as valet to o lady.
France,

I was born In the South of France and

very young with my father and mother, who were costumers,
I was put to service as boy In a merchnnt's honsehold, and uatil
abont slx years ngo, have always worked as a house servant;
trivelllng with my employers, when they travelled.

Slx years ago I was cugnged as valet to nn English gentle-
Later 1 went with him to HEngland,
and there learned the English language, which I also studled

man reslding In Paris,

from books,

I came with my former empioyer to Ameries In 1801, and
declded then that T wonld return here as soon #is T could. I am
twenty-nine years old, and not mnrrled. My father and brother
bave dled slnee I left France,

I am gatisfied with my positlon,

FACTS ABOUT
SPONGEo.

Some of the Finest Va-
rieties Are Found Now
in the Waters
of Florida.

Some of the finest kinds of spouges ore
found In Florkdn waters, and the culturist
would find profit o saising soch species as
the “sheen's wool." the “velver,” the “hard
head* and the ‘‘grass’™ sponge.  Sowme of
the kinds reecognized as quite distinet are,
uevertheless, so muclinlike in appearance
that only an expert con tell them apart.
The sheep's wobl dponges ure best of all
for the bath,

It 1s & faet worth knowing that It pays
very much better to buy  unbleached
sponges. The bieached ones look much
prettler, but the chloride of llme emploged
in the process Injures the skeleton, annd
lessens 1fs strength so thoat It soon comes
to pleces.- When yoh find sand |n &
sponge, you may know that you are Indebt-
ed 1o trade dishonesty. Sponges never
grow on & snady bottom. The sand is add-
ed In the bales to make thom welgh more.

The sponges nre gathered by smnll boats.
In each boat are fwo men; one sculls, while
the other leaus over the bow. When he
goes a sponge, he spears It and drags It
abpard. If'the water ig rough, he uses n
“water gings,” which Is simply an ordinary
pall with a glass bottom. The pail Is
hung around the neck of the fisherminn,
who sinks 1t below the surface when he
wishes to see. 1In this way he can get a
perfect view of the bottom. In the Medi-
terravean sponges are collected usunlly by
dredges, but sometimes by nnked divers.

The sponges of Commerce Qre Warm
water animals. They come chlefly from

wlu never. agnin

the Mediterranean, thé Red Sea, the Ba-
hamas, and Florlda.

that a woman !s more exacting In small

I think It not usual,
where I was born and liveq untl]l recently,
It Is not customary for o lady to liave o man servant,

In a

which multiply the

an attendant to look

Benneit Is my first
Even In
1 belleve

went to Parls when

TEN POUND
BICYCLES,

';Tﬁia Scientist Secures

Lightness by Inffating
Wheels  with
(as.

People who ride deyeles d0 not need to
worry hereafter as tu whether the ma-
chine they buy is light or heavy. Professor
W. H. Morse, of Westfield, -7, J., has just
made a lttle discovery which o firmly ba.
lleves willl decrease the welgh* of any
wlhel,

Wheels that were heavy before will now
be light, and ‘these that weres light .11
Le somewhar of the welght of feathers.
Froviding, of rcourse, thelr owners follow
the Inventor's plan. It wil not be hard
for them to do this, for abount mll that is

.

needed, In the first place, is a long rubber
pipe, aund In the next, a working gas
burner.

For a considernble while Professor Morse
has been experlmenting by Inflating bleycle
tires with different gases nnd comblnations
of gases. 'These, when used, he has dis-
covered, materinlly lesseued the welght of
the machine. In the majorlty of cases,
however, the gas rulned the rubber of
the tires and after a few days rendered
them useless.

After, many experiments, however, and
after trylng every concelvable combination
known to chemists, the experimenter
fohnd that when the tlre4 of the machine
were Infinted with bydrogen gas the welght
of the machine was reduced elght pounds
A conslderably greater redunction in welght
wis gccomplished when compound oxy-
gen pas wag used as nn Inflating gos.

Professor Morse now hopes to arrange
a combination of gases by which the walght
of ' the machlne can be still further re-
duced without auy Injury to the tires of
the wheel, He claims tbat with an' alum-
Innm frame wheel, Infiated with the
proper combination of gases, the entire
machine can be put on the rond or track

it a welght under ten ponnds.

When the proper combination of gases
cannot be had, & long tube attached to n
gdf burner and to the tire of the whesl
atswers the snme purpnse, It has been
found that Illmminati gas ls much: bet-
ter than alr for Inflating the tires, and,”

at the same time, It mpterinlly lessens
the welght of the machine. 7

| the purchase money hins been seoured. The .
| boat will be called the Omer Ssg.,

, ‘Hudson. 4

- whom the law has chused to be confiped

'lﬂﬂnﬂl.
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10 BEFRIEND
EX-CONVICTS.

Mrs. Ballington Booth's
Novel Pfan to Help
Prisoners When
Refeased.

Mrs, Ballligton Booth, of the Saivattom
Army, has a' new scheme to help ex-con-
viets, >

The finger of scorn Is no longer to be
polnted st them. . Men' who huve been In
Sing Sing Prison and who desire to live
good and upright lives will In future haven
chance to do so. They will have a chance
to stert life all over agsain, \

Mrs. Balllngron Bobth proposes to wel-
come ‘such convicts tight at the gate of
Sing Sing Prison. She will offer th
home, fricods apd’ employment.

The fitst thing necessiiry’ for carrying out
this plan was & means of transportation
for released conviets from Sing Sing to the.
Volunteers' place of refuge. - She will havs
a gteam leunch In commisslon as soon ns

honor of Warden' Sage, and will be' manbe
ay exwonviets, A pretty Volunteer Inssit
Will be In command. The captalu that hm
been selected Is an expert sallor, and wit

her at the wheel, the lttle vessol fAllsd
with = eArucst Volunteers and hpppr o=
prisoners, will soon” by seen darting over
the nélghboring watérs on its mission of
werey amnd sucecor.

Among the Volunteérs the men who are
earnestly trying to llve down thelr past
will be glven every. oppdrtunity not only
to help themselves, biut also to belp others
of thelr class. Mra. .Booth belleves that
mwen who have béén prison motes must
have more or less fesllng for sach other,
and that the Influence of men who have
for some time been free in thelr trestment
of & receutly d!lch:rged convict esn only, =
be for gooil.

Anotlier reason for udlng & MMinch to re-
ceive the men, instead of allowing them
to leave Sing Sing by traln, is that tbnn .
may avold all possible chance of recogni-
tlon. Then, ngalu, the-sall down the Hud~
son River is a trip llkely to be Impressive
by the grandeur of the Ecenery, In the
estimation of Mra. Booth, If ever a mam
can be in a position to .appreciate such
soenes, and go opan Itﬁé way for serious
thought of the past and future, It Is just
after leaving the w‘mhﬂh cells of Bing
Sing und salllng, a free man onte more,
down the grandest river in Amerlen,

On leaving Sing Slog the vessel will set
cut for “Hope Hall,'" which is the ngme
selepted for the commodions home oher
which Mrs. Booth haw supfrvision.. Those
who are not In good health, owing to con-
finement and prinon fare, or from' what-
ever canse, will be glven employment at =
this sylvan retreat near the banks of &0

¥

“In thlnkiog of the hopeleasness of Ih
future of the great afmy of dlscharged
eriminals who wialk otit of prison gates
overy yenr, brandedl ak enemles to soclety
and law, I belleve I have at Iast :
celyed o plan,” sald!Mrs. Booth, “by
I hope to In a greAt measure remove the
ban from thiz clhss of unm "
Many a man on Hls return to fresdom

mesns honestly to try and redeem his evll
life, to be, in short, a man. But how to
goe. about 132 What eun he do with the
staln of prison bars dpon him, to earn an
honest living? Who will employ & msn

because he {8 a menace to the lives and
property of his fellow-men’¥”’

Mrs. Booth has mtde an nrrn;mnt
with Warden Suage by which her w
sentatives shall be Informed of the exmet
time of the departure of prisoners, "

A truck farm is to be a feature of Hope
Hall, and in out-of-door work men. who
Mwmhﬂnhﬁea shut ln by stone walls
and lton bars will, underge pbysical snd
menti] rehabliization. Jo this way thowe )
who are experfenced In, the handling of ;,-
vessels and thoss who show aptitude #-
farming and gardening will be l'lveu pRre .
manent employment on the launch and
ibout the grouads of tha ball, should they
desire 1t. o

‘“We. confidently boae. sald Mrs. Booth,
“thnt  the feeling of self-rellance which
congenial toll will lnspire 1o these out-
cnsts will serve to arouse fhelr self. .
and restraln them from ever falling
Iato thelr old vidlons ways. Instead of h‘r
ing ‘subjected 1o hiimiilating susplclon om
thelr Tetura to frecdom, thess men. -m_ .
find with us a comforiable home, in which
they will be mrnhlhrm




